GEORGE THE THIRD
by both George and Addington, and in the former's case might
aggravate the derangement of his mind. But where duty was
concerned Pitt was neither a coward nor a courtier: his attacks
were at first delivered somewhat half-heartedly but they were
eventually driven home with all the force of his magnificent
eloquence. On March ipth Malmesbury noted that Pitt ' misses
few opportunities of exposing the present men.5 A month later
Fox wrote to Grey:
IF Pitt plays fair, we shall run him [Addington] very hard indeed on
my motion, and in one or two more give him Ms death blow, un-
less he runs away first. ... I have not written my IF in great letters
for nothing. ... It is impossible not to suspect Pitt from his ways
of proceeding, and yet his interest is so evident that I think he will
do right.
At the back of Fox's mind was the belief that Pitt meant others
to deliver the * death blow,' and then to benefit by it.
Addington saw that he could never withstand an attack led
by two such brilliant parliamentarians as Fox and Pitt; and about
the middle of April ' the Doctor' made overtures to the latter.
Grenville wrote on April ipth:
. . . Addington . . . had sent a message to him [Pitt] to desire to
know whether he was willing to state, through any common friend,
what his opinions were as to the present state of things, and the steps
to be taken for carrying on the King's affairs.
Pitt's reply was a sharp closing of the door to any further over-
tures : he had no suggestions to make; but if the King wished
to make any approach to him he would state ' his unreserved
opinion as to the steps which ought to be taken for the establish-
ment of a new Government.'
Pitt was anxious that his position should be clearly understood
at the Court. On Saturday, April 2ist, he wrote a long letter to
#£e King, which was handed for delivery to Eldon—an indication
"that the Lord Chancellor was taking great care to ensure that
the King was not being worried indiscriminately by State affairs
so soon after his illness. In this letter Pitt said:
It is with great reluctance that I presume to trespass on Your Majesty's
attention; but, as the view I entertain of public affairs will shortly
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